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USEEC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EEC 

SUB J : EC FOREIGN MINISTERS COUNCIL, JULY 25-26, 1977: 

POLITICAL COOPERATION: AFRICA AND MIDDLE EAST 

REF: (A) BRUSSELS 7933; (B) BRUSSELS 8649 

1. SUMMARY: 

PRIOR TO THEIR FORMAL COUNCIL SESSION ON JULY 26, THE 
EC-9 FOREIGN MINISTERS MET IN THE CONTEXT OF POLITICA 
COOPERATION TO APPROVE THE EC'S OPENING STATEMENT FOR 
THE LAGOS CONFERENCE ON APARTHEID. THE MINISTERS ALSO 
DISCUSSED SOUTHERN AFRICA IN GENERAL, REVIEWED EFFORTS 
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TO DEVELOP A CODE OF CONDUCT FOR EC BUSINESSES OPERATING 
IN SOUTH AFRICA, AND BRIEFLY TOOK NOTE OF THE GENERAL 
COMMISSION MEETING OF THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE SCHEDULED 
IN OCTOBER. THIS MESSAGE COVERS PRESS BRIEFINGS 
PROVIDED BY MINISTERS AND PERMREP OFFICIALS ATTENDING 
THE COUNCIL MEETING. EMBASSY BRUSSELS IS REPORTING 
SEPTEL ON BELGIAN PRESIDENCY BRIEFING. END SUMMARY. 
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2. LAGOS CONFERENCE: 

THE MINISTERS AGREED ON THE TEXT OF THE OPENING 
DECLARATION TO BE MADE BY THE EC REPRESENTATIVE AT THE 
AUGUST 22-26 LAGOS CONFERENCE ON APARTHEID, AGREEING 
AS WELL ON THE NEED TO AVOID LEAKS OR EXTENSIVE PUBLIC 
COMMENT ON THE CONTENTS OF THE DECLARATION IN ADVANCE 
OF THE CONFERENCE. DUTCH POLITICAL DIRECTOR RUTTEN 
EMPHASIZED TO REPORTERS THAT THE DECLARATION DOES NOT 
PRECLUDE INDIVIDUAL MEMBER STATES GOING BEYOND THE 
COMMON COMMUNITY POSITION AND NOTED, IN THIS REGARD, THAT 
DUTCH LEGISLATION NOW PENDING WOULD ALLOW THE GON TO APPLY 
SANCTIONS AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA. A BELGIAN SPOKESMAN 
DESCRIBED THE STATEMENT AS A SYNTHESIS OF INDIVIDUAL 
MEMBER STATE POSITIONS REGARDING APARTHEID AND SAID IT 
INCLUDES A COMMITMENT BY THE NINE TO IN NO WAY CONTRIBUTE 
TO POLICIES OR ACTIONS MAINTAINING OR STABILIZING 
APARTHEID, AND TO TAKE WHATEVER ACTION THEY CAN ORGANIZE 
TO ELIMINATE APARTHEID ALTOGETHER. A UK PERM REP SOURCE 
HAS CONFIRMED TO US THAT THE DECLARATION INCLUDES A 
SHORT PARAGRAPH CALLING ATTENTION TO ARMS EMBARGO 
MEASURES ALREADY TAKEN BY EC MEMBER STATES. 

3. SOUTHERN AFRICA; 
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THE MINISTERS RECEIVED BUT TOOK NO ACTION ON A PRELIMI- 
NARY REPORT FROM THEIR AFRICA EXPERTS ON THE PROPOSED 
CODE OF CONDUCT FOR EC BUSINESSES OPERATING IN SOUTH 
AFRICA (REFTELS ).THEY AGREED TO RETURN TO THIS DOSSIER 
AT THEIR SEPTEMBER 20 COUNCIL MEETING AND AGAIN AT A 
SPECIAL POLITICAL COOPERATION MEETING AT THE END OF 
SEPTEMBER, ON THE EVE OF THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY. RUTTEN 
TOLD REPORTERS THAT THE EXPERTS HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED TO 
CONTINUE WORK ON IDENTIFYING POSSIBLE SPECIFIC MEASURES 
FOR A CODE OF CONDUCT, BUT HE EMPHASIZED THE DIFFICULTIES 
INVOLVED IN VIEW OF THE LACK OF LEGAL BASIS FOR IMPOSI- 
TION OF SUCH A CODE BY THE COMMUNITY. A BELGIAN 
SPOKESMAN INDICATED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT FEELS A CODE OF 
CONDUCT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO IMPLEMENT BUT SUGGESTED 
THAT A UNGA DECLARATION REGARDING SUCH ACTION MIGHT 
PROVIDE THE NECESSARY BASIS UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW FOR 
FORCING COMPANY COMPLIANCE. (COMMENT: ANOTHER FACTOR 
COMPLICATING THE DEVELOPMENT OF SUCH A CODE IS THAT NOT 
ALL EC MEMBER STATES AGREE ON ITS DESIRABILITY -E.G., 

FRANCE). 

4. THE MINISTERS ALSO RECEIVED A REPORT ON THE EXPERTS' 
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OVERALL STUDY OF EC POLICIES TOWARD SOUTHERN AFRICA 
(REFTELS). A COMMISSION SPOKESMAN TOLD REPORTERS THE 
EXPERTS HAVE JUST BEGIN THEIR REVIEW OF POLICY IN THE 
ECONOMIC FIELD AND ARE NOW MAKING AN INVENTORY OF POSSIBLE 
ACTIONS IN THAT SECTOR. 

5. EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE: 

ACCORDING TO PERM REP SOURCES, THE MINISTERS SIMPLY TOOK 
NOTE OF PREPARATIONS FOR THE OCTOBER 26-28 GENERAL 
COMMISSION MEETING OF THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE. (COMMENT: 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT BELGIAN FON MIN SIMONET, IN HIS 
CAPACITY AS COUNCIL PRESIDENT, WILL SHORTLY DISCUSS 
PREPARATIONS FOR THE GENERAL COMMISSION MEETING WITH 
LOCAL ARAB AMBASSADORS. A BELGIAN PERMDEL SOURCE TOLD 
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THE MISSION THAT SIMONET IS CONSIDERING VISITING SAUDI 
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ARABIA PRIOR TO THE GENERAL COMMISSION SESSIONS, BECAUSE 
SAUDI ARABIA WILL BE IN THE CHAIR FOR THE ARABS AT THAT 
TIMEJ.HINTON 
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